






Presenting Sponsor
Member One Federal Credit Union
Jenna Bill, Market Manager of the Daleville Retail Center 



Event Sponsor
Lumos
Catherine Mosley, Director of Market Development



Botetourt County Chamber of Commerce
Khari Ryder, Executive Director



Botetourt Chamber 2022 Recap

Business Growth in Botetourt
Businesses large and small opened doors in Botetourt.

The Chamber performed 7 ribbon cuttings:
• Daleville Chiropractic
• Henritze Dental
• Avenue Black Boutique
• Blush and Ivy Boutique
• Papa Johns Pizza Blue Ridge
• Roanoke Valley Direct Primary Care
• Botetourt County Historical Society and Museum





Business Growth
We saw Munters open its doors in Botetourt County and the expansion of broadband 
throughout the County. 



Chamber Events Recap 
and Future

BOCOTALKS - Quarterly Events

Sponsored Networking

Signature Events

• State of the County

• Meeting of the Membership

• Botetourt County Fair

• Golf Tournament

• Annual Dinner

• Tinsel Trail





Chamber Stats
Through our events and community 

interaction the Chamber has:

• 282 Active Members

• 1900+ contacts on email list

• 20 Sponsors/Partners

• Added 31 new members in 2022

We look forward to a successful 2023 as we reach out to small and home-based 
businesses. 

Thank you to our sponsors, our members, and the Botetourt Community!





Botetourt County
Dr. Richard Bailey, Former Board Chair (2022)



Dr. Mac Scothorn, Chair Amy White, Vice-Chair

Steve Clinton Billy Martin Dr. Richard Bailey





The State of the County 
is Very Good

Much like the rest of the world, we are anticipating some challenges on the 
horizon with inflation, supply chain shortages and work force deficits.



2022







New Circuit Courthouse in Fincastle

Unanimously approved by 
the Board of Supervisors
This effort is being done in collaboration with:

• Botetourt County
• Town of Fincastle
• Botetourt County Historical Society
• Botetourt County Sheriff’s Department
• Clerk of Court 
• Commonwealth’s Attorney 
• Circuit Court





Project Timeline

• Spring 2023 – relocation of historic 
Breckinridge Law Office/Westin 
Hotel building

• Demolition of Fincastle 
Community Center building and 
former Botetourt County Public 
Works building

• Expanded parking lot and 
construction of “Courthouse 
Square”

• Project expected to conclude in 
early 2025









Partnership with BTEC, Botetourt County 
Public Schools, Botetourt Education 
Foundation, Craig County Public Schools 
and the EDA

Funding totaling $166,667

Installation of 10 welding booths, doubling 
the amount of students

Grant Funding



*15 Years Running

Award of 
Excellence



Closing of Landfill

ZERO cost to taxpayers
in partnership with GFL

Save the county $34 million over 
term of the contract

Opening of NEW Citizen 
Convenience Center near 
Cloverdale





www.botetourtva.gov











Returning to Buchanan June 10th, 2023



88,000 visits
Presented 

225 programs 
for over 3,700 
participants

4,800 public 
computer 
sessions

Distributed over 
1,000 COVID-19 

tests







Photos courtesy Elaine Bays Photography







A Look Ahead at 2023
• Continued Progress for Broadband Installation
• Economic opportunities
• Establishment of Remote Worker Support Group
• New & enhanced library and recreation program
• Circuit Courthouse in Fincastle Project
• Craig/Botetourt Scenic Trail
• New Museum in Fincastle



It’s all about relationships...







Botetourt County Public Schools
Dr. John Russ, Superintendent



7th Overall in 
Reading 

4th Overall in 
Mathematics 

6th Overall on 
state assessments

3rd Overall for least 
learning loss

On time graduation rate, 2.5% higher 
than the state average.94.71%

Academic Highlights



Grade 3 
Mathematics

3rd
Grade 7 

Mathematics

3rd

Grade 5 
Science

6th
Grade 8
Science 

8th

Grade 3 
English: Reading

4th
Grade 8

English: Reading

6th



Educator Recognition
Mrs. Angela Myers
Region VI Teacher of the Year

Angela is the RMMS librarian/media specialist and 
represented Botetourt County Schools and all of 
Region VI for the Mary V. Bicouvaris state teacher of the 
year award.



Educator Recognition
Mrs. Angela Myers
Roanoke Valley Chamber of Commerce Teacher of the 
Region

Angela was further recognized by the Roanoke 
Regional Chamber of Commerce as the teacher of the 
region at the chamber’s annual meeting on Thursday, 
January 26, 2023.



Educator Recognition
Dr. John McLaughlin
2022-2023 Teacher of the Year

Dr. Mac is a science teacher at Lord Botetourt HS and 
will represent Botetourt County Schools in the Region 
VI consideration process.





Botetourt Technical Education Center

Mr. Mike Ketron
BTEC Principal, Supervisor of Instruction: CTE

ADM & BTEC Enrollment

2022 eSports Achievements

Welding Grant



Strategic Planning Process



Strategic Direction

EVERY STUDENT •  EVERY EMPLOYEE •  EVERY LEARNING ENVIRONMENT









https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/e/2PACX-1vQsRotoVwA0AaCHvDTgHz6u-o5PpoM5bHtH4DelGoJNqpNPgYzBYwWuZzmcO2MXBC0uNWAidjWV7trT/pubhtml?gid=129850977&single=true


Current as of: January 23, 2023





Looking Forward to 2023
Facilities & Efficiency Task Force

Ongoing Capital Improvements

Strong Partnerships with the Board of Supervisors





Visit Virginia’s Blue Ridge
Landon Howard, President

Kathryn Lucas, Director of Public Relations

John Oney, Director of Sports and Sales



Develop, Market & Manage

The region’s consumer brand!
PLACE MARKETING



Visit Virginia’s Blue Ridge is the Destination 
Marketing Organization for the region 
representing and working with 1,500+ partners.

Small business make a destination unique, vibrant 
and more attractive to visitors. Not only is travel a 
significant part of the small business community, 
travel promotion stimulates small business growth 
generating visitor demand. 







Visit Virginia’s Blue Ridge serves as information brokers for the region’s macro-tourism 
economy representing and working with 1,600 partners.

Small businesses make a destination unique, vibrant and more attractive to visitors. 
Not only is travel a significant part of the small business community, travel promotion 

stimulates small business growth generating visitor demand.



BOTETOURT PARTNERS 
Town Center Tap House

Town of Buchanan
Town of Fincastle
Town of Troutville

Trinity Tree Acres Farm
Twin River Outfitters

VelocityCare by Carilion - Daleville
Vera Dickerson (Artist)

Virginia Mountain Vineyards
Wattstull Inn

Wesley Hodges Fly Fishing
Willie Simmons (Artist)

Winter's Mini-Storage (Cloverdale/Roanoke)
Yes to the Dress Boutique

Your Idea Photography

172 Total Partners















2022 PR Benchmarks
(1/1/2022 – 12/31/2022)

# Journalists Hosted/Visited – 153
# Articles/Mentions – 351
Marketing/PR Social Amplification – 3,943,766 
Media Outreach: 134

What does this mean?
# Articles/Mentions = Print, digital and social media coverage secured or influenced by Visit VBR.  
Engagement/Amplification = A like, share or comment on a social media post by or about VBR on Instagram, Facebook, Twitter, Pinterest, 
LinkedIn, YouTube.
# Hosted/Visited = # media hosted in-market or pitched at deskside visit, show or virtual meeting. 
Media Outreach = Number of lead responses and story pitches being sent to key media contacts.



2022
Botetourt County Public 

Relations

82 Articles



Virginia Tourism 
Corporation’s blog is 

read by potential 
visitors in key VA 

feeder markets such 
as Richmond and 

Virginia Beach. 





Visit VBR directly pitched 
this story to the author 
of a key feeder market 
publication in 2022



Visit VBR hosted this author in Sept. 
2022. Article appeared in print + 
online. In December, the author also 
featured the Fincastle Tinsel Trail in a 
second article, focusing on holiday 
offerings in VBR



Also published in April print 
edition of Blue Ridge Country 

magazine.



Example: Society of American Travel Writers Eastern Chapter meeting 
hosted by Visit VBR in July 2021
• Hosted approx. 20 travel writers from around the East Coast

Converting Media Visits:

Real-time social media 
coverage produced by 

writers while they are in-
market (July 2021)



Followed by…travel articles!
Published April 2022

Resulted from author visiting 
Virginia’s Blue Ridge in July 
2021



VisitVBR.com
UNIQUE VISITORS IN 2022: 1,843,404
Over 5,000 unique visitors per day!

DESKTOP

22.86%

TABLET
3.64%

MOBILE
73.51%



The majority of our website visitors are people from outside the region 
who get to our site from their phones by looking for information about 
a specific topic, such as events, things to do, cabins, camping, hiking, 
etc.

Therefore, we try to create mobile-friendly pieces of content, stories, 
and experiences that match up with what people are searching for.

VisitVBR.com
Who are our website visitors?



1. ROANOKE-LYNCHBURG
2. WASHINGTON, D.C.
3. NEW YORK, NY
4. BALTIMORE, MD
5. NORFOLK, VA
6. RICHMOND, VA
7. ATLANTA, GA
8. RALEIGH-DURHAM, NC
9. PHILADELPHIA, PA
10. CHARLOTTE, NC EXTERNAL MARKETS: 80.35%

INTERNAL
MARKET: 
19.65%

TOP GEOGRAPHIC LOCATIONS
Metro areas as defined by Google



Visit VBR Calendar of Events
The most popular content on the Visit VBR website.



Botetourt County Events
In addition to local events being featured on the main calendar, we also have a special calendar on 

the Visit VBR website featuring events in Botetourt County.



Botetourt County Information
The events are featured in a Botetourt County section of the Visit VBR website with a variety of pages 
& information showcasing local businesses & things to do, including lodging, shopping, history, arts & 

culture, food & drink, and more.



Hotels & Lodging Food & Drink Arts & Culture

Botetourt County Web Pages

Examples of Pages

These pages feature Botetourt County businesses, community 
organizations, and key places of interest for visitors.



HASHTAGS
#TRAILSETTER

#VISITVBR

#LOVEVA

OVER 239,000 FOLLOWERS!

VISIT VBR SOCIAL MEDIA



Botetourt County – Visit VBR Social
Botetourt County is an integral part of Visit VBR social media content & campaigns.

1772 Rooftop on Main

Tizzone Wood Fired Kitchen & Wine Bar

The Pie Shoppe

Bryant Orchards Farm Market



Botetourt County – Visit VBR Social
Featuring events helps spotlight local businesses and venues.

Jeter Farm Fall Festival

Virginia Garden Week -
Fincastle

Buchanan Community Carnival

Open Studios Botetourt



Botetourt County – Visit VBR Social
Visit VBR showcases the history & heritage of Botetourt County.

Norvel Lee – Historical 
Marker

Historic Swinging Bridge in Buchanan



Botetourt County – Visit VBR Social
Visit VBR showcases the unique arts & culture of Botetourt County.

Live Music & Concerts at 
the Daleville Town Center

Attic Productions



Botetourt County – Visit VBR Social
Visit VBR showcases the scenic beauty & outdoors of Botetourt County.

Roaring Run Falls

Spring Blooms in Buchanan

Fall Colors on the James 
River



Botetourt County – Visit VBR Social
Visit VBR highlights PR mentions and features about Botetourt County.

Buchanan & Fincastle – Travel & 
Leisure

Buchanan – Blue Ridge 
Country



Key Metrics
Pageviews:  68,236  
Engagements: 95,797  

• Visit VBR Website Pageviews: 27,673 | Guide to 
Sunflower Festival Blog Post: 22,003 pageviews

• September Event Preview Blog Post: 18,560 
pageviews

• External Link Traffic: 5,000+ clicks to Sunflower 
Festival Website from Visit VBR’s Website

• 12 Visit VBR Organic Social Media Posts -
Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, LinkedIn, Pinterest: 
Reach/Impressions: 219,337 | Engagements: 
17,046

• Paid Facebook & Instagram Campaign - Spend: 
$2,000 | Reach: 277,757 | Impressions: 723,475 | 
Engagements: 36,462

Beaver Dam Sunflower Festival
Visit VBR showcased the 2022 Beaver Dam Farm Sunflower Festival 

with a variety of pieces of digital content & campaigns.



Twin River Outfitters & Upper James River 
Water Trail Video Campaigns

Visit VBR partnered with Twin River Outfitters to run paid digital advertising campaigns promoting a 
video that TRO originally created and agreed to share with Visit VBR.

This campaign generated 
over 227,000 video views 
across Facebook, YouTube, 
and Instagram.

• Facebook: 125,443 views
• YouTube: 85,683 views
• Instagram: 16,100 views



Botetourt County & Upper James River 
Water Trail – Targeted Display Campaigns

Botetourt County and the Upper James River Water Trail were featured in digital advertising 
campaigns to promote summer and fall travel.

These ads were featured in 
display and native 
advertising formats across a 
variety of websites, 
generating the following 
engagements.

• Native Ads: 9,022 clicks
• Display Ads: 384 clicks
• Estimated Value: $9,046





VBR Sports Sales Team 

John Oney, STS
Director of Sports & Sales 

Grayson Bond
Sports & Sales Coordinator

Antonio Gonzalez
Sports & Sales Coordinator



State of the Sports Tourism 
Industry



State of the Sports Tourism Industry
VBR Sports 2022 Recap

Number of Events 
50

Economic Impact
$18M

Based on (31) events 

(13) over $500k

(7) over $1M 

Room Nights

30,206

Jobs Supported
141 (Full Time Jobs)

5,870 (persons)



Mission Statement 

The mission of Virginia’s Blue Ridge (VBR Sports) is to enhance 
the quality of life and economy of Virginia’s Blue Ridge by being 
the leader in promoting and hosting youth, amateur, collegiate 
and professional sporting events. 

Sports Council

The Sports Council consist of a representative from each of our 
five funding jurisdictions City of Roanoke, City of Salem, Roanoke 
County, Botetourt County, and Franklin County. 

The Council will also include members interested in being part of 
the movement to enhance the sports market and VBR brand 
nationally. By joining this council, members will help to ensure 
that Virginia’s Blue Ridge can continue in its efforts to becoming 
a premier sports destination. 

VBR Sports Council 



VBR Sports Council 
• Mandy Adkins

Director
Botetourt County Parks & Recreations

• Dean Hackett
Blue Ridge Representative
Botetourt County Parks and Recreation 
Commission

• Michael Clark
Director
City of Roanoke Parks and Recreation

• Patrick Boas
Recreation Manager
City of Roanoke Parks and Recreation

• John Shaner
Director
City of Salem Parks and Recreation Department

• Jim Farmer
Recreation Program Supervisor
City of Salem Parks & Recreation Department

• Greg Martin
Outdoor Services Manager
Roanoke County Parks, Recreation, and Tourism

• Wendy Delano
Director 
Salem Civic Center

• Eric O'Brien
Moyer Sports Complex & Kiwanis Field Manager
City of Salem Parks & Recreation Department

• Carey Harveycutter
Director of Tourism
City of Salem

• Paul Chapman
Director
Franklin County Parks and Recreation

• Matt Ross
Outdoor Recreation Manager
Franklin County Parks and Recreation

• Doug Blount (Council Chair)
Administrator
Roanoke County Parks, Recreation, and Tourism

• Allen Hayes
Director
Roanoke County Parks, Recreation and Tourism

• Robyn Schon
General Manager
Berglund Center



Sports Partnership
Botetourt County & VBR Sports 

Growth Opportunities: 
• Continue to collaborate with Mandy Adkins, Director and the entire Parks 
& Recreation team to  identify new event opportunities including: softball, 
disc golf, cycling and field sports
• Explore additional ways to maximize Botetourt Sports Complex that 
produce overnight stays
• The ability to recruit together gives us a competitive advantage over other 
destinations.  

Working Together: Moyer Sports Complex Renovation
• City of Salem & Botetourt County Parks & Recreation working together to 

utilize Botetourt Sports Complex as HQ field during renovation.
• Room blocks are being secured to include Botetourt hotels 
• VBR continue to support softball tournaments
• Moyer scheduled to reopen September 2024 



USA Cycling  
Amateur Road National Championships

June 14-17, 2023



Race Overview
Swim Course - Carvins Cove – 1.2 miles (Start time – 6:30am)

Bike Course – 56 miles – From Carvins Cove toward Buchanan (Route 11) 
and Botetourt County, to Route 43 to the Blue Ridge Parkway South 

toward Route 24 at Vinton ending at River’s Edge Park

Run Course – 13.1 miles along the Roanoke River Greenway

June 4, 2023



Virginia's Blue Ridge TWENTY24

The Road to the 2024 Paris Summer Olympics for 

USA Women’s Cycling starts in Virginia’s Blue Ridge!



Chance Crawford Softball Benefit Tournament Apr. 14-16, 2023

Mountain East Women’s Softball Conference Championship May 5-8, 2023

Carilion Clinic IRONMAN 70.3 June 4, 2023

VHSL Spring Jubilee 1A & 2A Softball State Championship June 9-10, 2023

USA Cycling Amateur Road National Championship June 14-17, 2023

ISF/WBSC Senior World Cup Slow-Pitch National June 21-25, 2023

USA Girls 16U Class A Fast-Pitch National Championship July 17-23, 2023

Interstate Church of God Slow Pitch Tournament Aug. 26-27, 2023

USA Men’s Class D&E Eastern Slow-Pitch Championships Sept. 1-3, 2023

Sports Events 
Botetourt County

2023



Diversity 

Technology

Emerging Sports

International Events

Site Selection & RFPs

Consolidation

Burnout is Real 

Big New Ahead 

8 Big Sports Tourism Trends for 
2023



Northern Virginia





Daily Northeast Regional to Boston 

2nd Daily Train to Washington D.C.



Place Marketing = Workforce Development = 

Business Investments = Economic Prosperity



Forecast 2023 vs. 2019

Leisure/Outdoor Tourism Exceed
Sports Tourism Exceed
Conventions/Meetings Even
Business Travel Down

Room Revenue Exceed 
Room Demand Meet or Exceed





Thank you for your support!





Roanoke-Blacksburg Technology Council
Erin Burcham, Executive Director at RBTC, President at Verge

Taylor Spellman, Associate Director

Katie Conner, Technology Talent Strategist



The Verge Alliance
Includes alliance members 
RAMP and RBTC
Collectively, the Verge Alliance helps 
facilitate regional connection, 
communication, and collaboration. 

• Identify regional priorities and funding 
to advance tech and biotech projects 
and solutions across GO Virginia 
Region 2 

• Collaborate with government, 
academia, and the private sector to 
help grow the regional technology 
economy



INSIGHTS
Provides vision, strategy, 

and development 
resources to help move 

the region forward.

INNOVATION
Helps tech and biotech 

startups access and 
leverage critical resources 
to grow their companies 

here.

IMPACT
Creates an innovative 

ecosystem for the technology 
sector to thrive in the Roanoke-

Blacksburg Region through 
high-quality programming and 

membership.

vergeva.com ramprb.com rbtc.tech

The Verge Alliance



RAMP 
Regional Accelerator and Mentoring Program
12-week program, twice a year, supporting technology and life science companies

• 38 Tech Companies supported since 2017 – Micro Harmonics 

• 50 US States selling their products/services 

• 601 workers now employed by these companies

• $982k USEDA grant received in 2020 to enhance mission

$20,000 in equity-free funding
1:1 expert mentoring
Access to industry experts
Network of investors, mentors, grant agencies, experts
The only accelerator tied to a tech council in VA!





Roanoke-Blacksburg Technology Council

Elevate Regional Technology Business Competitiveness and 
Investment Through Membership Engagement and Support.



RBTC

Connect, Lead, Advocate, Educate
• The region’s premier technology 

community for 20+ years 

• 40+ events: top-tier programming, annual 
awards celebration, roundtables and peer 
groups

• Actively engaged in building strong 
technology and biotechnology industries



RBTC
Connect, Lead, Advocate, Educate

• 150+ member companies – startups to the largest 
employers in the region

• Innovating new ways to serve our community

• Focusing on efforts in equity

• Cultivate an ecosystem to support regional needs 
to include technology talent 



Focus On Talent

Connecting the region’s top talent to tech opportunities
New position focuses on connecting students, recent grads and young professionals to 
top tech talent resources.

RBTC is focusing on connecting regional talent from higher education entities with 
opportunities at member companies in the technology and life sciences/biotech 
industries. Additional programming is being developed to focus on supporting talent 
retention and attraction of young professionals to enhance and contribute to the 
growing regional innovation ecosystem.
Programming includes:

• ELITE grant (available through August 2023)

• Regional Internship Collaborative

• College Campus Events



Get Involved

Join us
Become a member

Sponsor a program or activity

Volunteer or become a mentor

Share your success story

Join a forum

Serve on a committee

Come to an event



We look forward to partnering with you
Erin Burcham erin.burcham@rbtc.tech
Taylor Spellman taylor.spellman@rbtc.tech
Katie Conner katie.conner@rbtc.tech

RBTC.tech

mailto:erin.burcham@rbtc.tech
mailto:taylor.spellman@rbtc.tech
mailto:katie.conner@rbtc.tech




Community 
Questions



How did Botetourt County close the 
landfill for zero cost to residents?



With the rise in remote workers, what is 
Botetourt’s plan to support residents 

working from home?



With all the new development plans 
for Botetourt County, what is the 

plan to accommodate the influx of 
children that will be attending our 

school systems?



I love seeing more development in the 
housing area, but I must ask where are 

all these people going to work?



What’s the plan for attracting more 
employers?



What is the update on moving the 
law office and hotel that were the 
former Botetourt County Historical 

Society Museum? 



Has the county made a plan for the 
addition of the new apartments near 
Exit 150 with regard to the impact on 

our schools? 
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